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INTRODUCTION  

 

          
Firstly, may we thank you for your instructions of XXX ; we have now undertaken an 

independent Building Survey (formerly known as a Structural Survey) of the 

aforementioned property. This Survey was carried out on XXX . 

 
The Building Survey takes the following format; there is an introductory section (which you 

are currently reading), which includes a synopsis of the building, and a summary of our 

findings.  

 

We then go through a more detailed examination of the property starting with the external 

areas working from the top of the property down, followed by the internal areas and the 

buildings services.  We conclude with the section for your Legal Advisor and also attach 

some general information on the property market. 

 

We are aware that a report of this size is somewhat daunting and almost off-putting to the 

reader because of this.  We would stress that the purchase of a property is usually one of the 

largest financial outlays made (particularly when you consider the interest you pay as well). 

 

We recommend that you set aside time to read the report in full, consider the comments, 

make notes of any areas which you wish to discuss further and phone us. 

 

We obviously expect you to read the entire report but we would suggest that you initially 

look at the summary, which refers to various sections in the report, which we recommend 

you read first so that you get a general feel for the way the report is written. 

 

As part of our service we are more than happy to talk through the survey as many times as 

you wish until you are completely happy to make a decision.  Ultimately, the decision to 

purchase the property is yours, but we will do our best to offer advice to make the decision 

as easy as possible. 

 

This Building Survey is confidential and not to be shared with the vendor (seller) or estate 

agent or parties working on their behalf without written consent from the surveyor that has 

produced the Building Survey.  During the course of discussions/negotiations with the 

vendor/estate agent/parties working on their behalf if they wish to see the Report we suggest 

you ask them which specific section and send them this section via a photograph or a scan.   

The Report remains our copyright and should not be reproduced without written consent 

from the surveyor. 

 

THANK YOU 
 

We thank you for using our surveying services and taking the time to 

meet us during the building survey. 
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REPORT FORMAT  
 

To help you understand our Report we utilise various techniques and different styles 

and types of text, these are as follows: 
 

GENERAL/HISTORICAL INFORMATION  
 

This has been given in the survey where it is considered it will aid understanding of the issues, or 

be of interest.  This is shown in ñitalicsò for clarity. 
 

TECHNICAL TERMS DEFINED 
 

Throughout the Report, we have endeavoured to define any technical terms used.  

This is shown in ñCourier Newò typeface for clarity. 

 

A PICTURE IS WORTH A THOUSAND WORDS  
 

We utilise photographs and sketches to illustrate issues or features.  In some 

photographs a pencil, pen, circle or arrow has been used to highlight a specific area.  

The sketches are not 100% technically accurate; we certainly would not expect you 

to carry out work based upon the sketches alone. 

 

 

 

 

Hopper head to front  Hopper head with overflow  
    

ORIENTATION  
 

Any reference to left or right is taken from the front of the property, including 

observations to the rear, which you may not be able to physically see from the front 

of the property. 
 

ACTION REQUIRED AND RECOMMENDATIONS  
 

We have used the term ACTION REQUIRED  where we believe that there are items 

that you should carry out action upon or negotiate upon prior to purchasing the 

property. 
 

Where a problem is identified, we will do our best to offer a solution.  However, with 

most building issues, there are usually many ways to resolve them dependent upon 

cost, time available and the length of time you wish the repair/replacement to last.   
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SYNOPSIS 
 

SITUATION AND DESCRIPTION  
 

This is a large two storey house, which has been extended and altered over the years, 

as have most properties of this age, type and style.  Having said that, the 

owner/occupier advised there has not been much work carried out in recent years or 

since his family took over the property in in XXX . 

 

The building is set within its own grounds, with its own driveway, close to XXX  

Church and some dilapidated buildings, with surrounding gardens.  

 

As with any building of this age, type and style there is considerable history.  We are 

advised by the current owner/occupier that older parts of the building are Jacobean, 

possibly older. 

 

The outside appearance of the property has been restyled in a Georgian Era 

appearance with the side/rear being more of a Vernacular style. 

 

We did a 3D model of the property to help us with the survey. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Front left high level ISO view 
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We have been advised that the building is Listed and we have checked on 

HistoricEngland.co.uk websites which confirms it is Grade II Listed.  Reference: 

XXXX .  The Listed building details are (which we have rearranged the wording 

slightly to make it more readable): 
 

Overview 

Large House. Late 18th Century, apparently remodelled in the early 20th Century. Ham stone 

ashlar, formerly colour washed. 

 

Roof 

Hipped Welsh slate roof with very wide eaves soffits; brick chimney stacks, 2-storeys 

 

North elevation 

North entrance front of 3-bays. Central double 2-panel doors with rectangular fanlight, 

protected by heavy flat-roofed porch with square columns and matching pilasters surmounted 

with a balustrade.  

 

East elevation 

All non-classical; 24-pane sash windows in architraves; those to ground floor almost full 

length, those above with balconies to match porch; dentilled eaves course.  

 

West elevation 

West elevation of 4-bays to match 

 

South elevation 

Sundry extension on South side. 

 

If the age of the property interests you your Legal Advisor may be able to find out 

more information from the Deeds. 

 

ACTION REQUIRED:   Your legal advisor needs to check and confirm all of 

the above.  Please see the Appendices for full Listing details. 
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Putting Life into Perspective! 
 

Some of the things that were happening around the time the property was built: 

 

1348-1350 

 

1536-1541 

 

1605 

 

 

1642 

 

1660  

 

The Black Death  

 

Dissolution of the Monasteries by Henry VIII 

 

Gunpowder plot discovered and we celebrate with fireworks 

every year on 5th November. 

 

English Civil War begins 

 

Charles II brings back monarchy  

(reigned 1660 ï 1685) 

 

1666 Great Fire of London  

 

1714 George I becomes King, heralding the start of the Georgian Era 

 (reigned 1714 ï 1797) 

 

1760-1820   Industrial Revolution 

/1840  

  

1805    Lord Nelson defeats Napoleon at the Battle of Trafalgar  
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EXTERNAL PHOTOGRAPHS  
 

Georgian Formal Look House 

 

 

  

 
Front elevation left side 

Aerial view ï 360 photo 
 

 
Front elevation right side 

Aerial view ï 360 photo 
 

 
Left elevation 

Aerial view ï 360 photo 
 

 
Driveway to property 

 

 
Left view close up 

 

 
Surrounding gardens 
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Right Side and Gardens 

 

 

 
Right elevation 

Aerial view ï 360 photo 
 

 
Front elevation right side 

 

 
Right side tool shed 

Aerial view ï 360 photo 
 

 
Rear left view 

 

 
Stables / Garage 

 

 
Rear view 


